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Future of Rail

Lead with transport

Australia must adopt transport-led development with pace and
at scale.

Rail infrastructure stimulates economic growth, new stations unlock housing supply, and regional
growth is centred around transport investment. We must align processes across all levels of
government to support compact, connected and resilient growth.

Population growth is reshaping our communities

Australia’s population will grow by 20 per cent by 2040, while New Zealand's population will rise
by 16 per cent. This will create new challenges as we plan for the future.

\ 1 i Ensuring equitable access
-

The fastest growing areas are outer suburbs and regional centres, é é
. which are more likely to be under-served by public transport,
N locking in car dependency.
2. Creating vibrant cities rL|
Urban densification will be centred around transport hubs to ?
maximise access. n e

3 A growing focus on inclusion
|
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An ageing population and growing disability rates will require O
an increased focus on accessible transport options.
4. Rising freight demand E“;
i
Increasing populations will drive more freight demand, with greater
use of rail an essential pa i i H N
part of reducing congestion as we prepare =
for growth. o
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5. Housing under pressure fo\ b;

More housing is needed, but planning without transit risks isolation
and disadvantage for new developments.




Structural change is needed to enable transport-led development and support
our growth

We must address misalignments in policy, funding and governance to achieve change at the pace
and scale that is required.
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Secure corridors early Make transport access a criteria for

Secure passenger and freight corridors housing development

early and prioritise infrastructure Embed transport access as a core
delivery in areas with planned housing i criterion for housing investment
growth. decisions to prioritise compact,

connected growth.

Deliver land-use, housing and Provide industry certainty to
transport together i attract investment

Build the right places, not just more Build clear, long-term pipelines that
places. Integrate rail with the geography i give industry certainty and promote

of growth to make sure our investmentis i investment to support our growth.
directed where it is needed most. :

alllll UL
lH“J_@m, k11

e

Railway

Want to know more? /‘, Australasian
: -\ Association

Download the ARA's Future of rail report today



https://ara.net.au/wp-content/uploads/ARA-Future-of-Rail_FINAL_29062026.pdf

