
Greater use of rail freight is crucial to ensuring Australia has an 
efficient, sustainable freight network for the future.  

Value of rail freight

The contribution of rail freight each year 

Generates 
$6.3 billion for 
the Australian 

economy

$6.3 
billion

Creates 22,400  
jobs across the 

country 

22,400 
jobs

Meets 71 per cent  
of the national 

freight task 

71%

Helps drive 
down emissions 

and increase 
community safety

Rail freight delivers a wide range of benefits

Rail freight delivers improved environmental, health and safety outcomes for the community. It takes trucks 
off the road, busts congestion and makes our cities and towns more livable.

Supporting healthy 
outcomes 

Rail freight 
generates 90 per 

cent less PM10 
emissions per 

tonne kilometre 
than road 

Driving down 
emissions 

Rail generates 
16 times less 

carbon emissions 
compared to road 

freight

Delivering safer 
outcomes 

Road accident 
costs are 22 

times higher than 
rail for every 

tonne kilometre 
travelled 

Clear community 
benefits 

A 1% shift from 
road to rail 

would generate 
$81 million in 

community 
benefits through 

avoided accidents, 
carbon and PM10 

emissions 



Want to know more? 
For more information, contact ARA General Manager – 
Rail Freight and Heavy Haul Georgia Nicholls. 

P. +61 427 552 140  
E. gnicholls@ara.net.au  

ara.net.au

The completion of Inland Rail is vital  
to mode shift 

Rail’s mode share on the north-south interstate rail  
network is set to rise from seven per cent to 20  
per cent as a result of Inland Rail. 

Reduced rail 
freight costs 

Improved 
reliability 

Faster travel 
times 

23%

Mode shift incentives are critical to driving action 

The Fremantle Container Subsidy has delivered mode shift to rail for freight being moved in an out of WA’s 
Fremantle Port, showing incentives can drive tangible action. The incentive has: 

Took 100,000 truck trips 
off the road 

Helped WA exceed its 
mode shift target 

Achieved 23% rail 
freight mode share 

Source: Inland Rail


