
 

The Young Leaders Advisory Board (Y-LAB) was 

established by the Australasian Railway Association 

(ARA) Board to harness the ideas of young talent 

across the Australasian rail industry and provide 

advice and input to the ARA, its Committees and 

Board.  

 

Strategy Check-in 

Y-LAB 2025 Strategy – Watch this space 
The Y-LAB Strategy for 2025 is currently under 
development and we are looking to strengthen 
our core functions but also have ambitious 
goals on how Y-LAB can influence the greater 
rail industry.  
 
We are very excited to release our 2025 strategy 
and will host a Webinar to deep dive into the 
strategy in 2025.  
 

.  

 
 

 

 

 

YRP Contact form QR code 

 

 

 

Our last catch up...  

Y-LAB quarterly meeting 

The Y-LAB gathered for the Q4 meeting in 
Melbourne, hosted by Metro Trains Melbourne.  
 The highlights from the meeting were: 
• The continued success of our Y-LAB Rail 

Ambassadors Program  
• The Y-LAB Engagement plan –with the start 

of our Young Rail Professional (YRP) 
WhatsApp group. The group aims to 
connect YRPs across the industry around 
Australia and New Zealand in a more casual 
environment, where anything “rail” can be 
shared and discussed. Also a great place to 
keep up to date with all the exciting events 
in 2025. Interested? Click here or scan the QR 
code bottom left to fill out our contact form 

• Development of our 2025 Y-LAB Strategy  

• Amazing site visits which showcased both 
the historic and the modern side of the 
Victorian Railway Industry with visits to the: 

o Historic Flinders Street Station and the 
iconic clock tower built in 1909 is the 
busiest station in Melbourne. 

o The soon to be opened Arden Railway 
station in North Melbourne as part of the 
Melbourne Metro Tunnel Project. On the 
day the platform screen doors were 
undergoing testing.  
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Over the past quarter... 

AusRAIL 2024 Gold Coast  
The major highlight for the quarter was AusRAIL 
hosted, over an action packed 3 days 25th-27th 
November at the Gold Coast Convention and 
Exhibition Centre. With large-scale rail project 
and the 2032 Olympic Games on the horizon, 
South-east Queensland was buzzing with Rail 
activity. 
 
 

Members of the Y-LAB facilitated seminar 
sessions and conversed with YRPs on the ARA 
booth. It was fantastic to meet and see so many 
YRPs present on the Gold Coast. 
A warm welcome from the Y-LAB to the new 
Chair of the ARA Lucio Di Bartolomeo, who was 
officially sworn in at the event. 
Lastly, a fond farewell to Danny Broad who 
stepped down as ARA chair and played a pivotal 
role in the ARA over the years but especially the 
formation of the Y-LAB.  
 

What is coming up... 

 

InnoTrans Webinar Hosted by the ARA Y-LAB 

The first Y-LAB event of 2025 is a webinar on Friday, 14 February at 1200 AEDT, discussing 
with a group of accomplished YRPs about their recent experiences at InnoTrans 2024. 
InnoTrans is the largest international railway exhibition. Panellists will discuss their 
experience, value in attending, insights and learnings into international trends that can be 
applied in the Australian and New Zealand rail industry. All YRPs and those young at heart 
are welcome to attend. Register here: YRP-Webinar 
With many more events planned for 2025, stay up to date and join the LinkedIn group or 
sign up for the email distribution list to keep in the loop. 
 

AusRAIL 2024 

 

 

Yellow Dinner at AusRAIL 2024 

 
On behalf of the Y-LAB 

Thank you, Danny! 
 
 

Stay in touch 

Connect Young Rail Professionals contact form 

Join Young Rail Professionals Network Hosted by ARA | Groups | LinkedIn                  

Participate in Upcoming events - Australasian Railway Association (ara.net.au)   

Subscribe to ARA weekly newsletter   

https://ara.net.au/events/upcoming/yrp-webinar-perspectives-of-yrp-attending-innotrans-2024-237
https://forms.office.com/r/JpvHSZXGDA
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13848686/
https://ara.net.au/events/upcoming/
https://ara.net.au/subscribe/
https://ara.net.au/subscribe/
https://ara.net.au/subscribe/

